[Date]

Dear Neighbors,

We live nearby at [your street address here]. We have lived in the neighborhood for [number of years] years, and during that time we have had the opportunity to meet many of you. We continually encounter your kindness, friendliness, and generosity.

Our family has had a growing awareness of our responsibility to care for those living in poverty—for the hungry. In 2000, there were 12,757 people living in poverty in Dakota County; in 2004, that number had increased by 57% to over 20,000. So many—too many—in Dakota County do not have enough food. We want to do something about that, and are asking you to join us. Together we may be able to impact hunger for many families throughout Dakota County.
On the second Wednesday of every month [or an alternate date], we hope you will leave a bag of non-perishable groceries on your front step labeled “Project FoodStock.” Our family will drive through the neighborhood in the morning after 9:00 a.m. and pick up the bags from our neighbors’ front steps and then take that food to Community Action Council [or an alternate drop-off site], which operates a reputable food shelf with 8 locations in Dakota County (www.communityactioncouncil.org).

We will do the legwork; all we ask is that you add a few items to your shopping cart when you’re strolling through Target or Cub. For you or I, it’s only a few dollars. For a hungry family, it’s a much-needed meal or two; for some, it is how they survive day to day. We realize and appreciate that some of you already donate food items, and hope that you will consider this additional opportunity to give to those in need of food.

If you email us at [your email address here] with the words “Project FoodStock” in the subject line, we will send you a one-line email reminder a few days before each month’s food pickup. The first pick-up date will be [date]. 
If you have any questions, please call us at [your phone number] or email us at [your email address here]. Thank you for being a part of a caring neighborhood!

Sincerely,

[Your name here]


Community Action Council’s most-needed food items:

breakfast / hot and dry cereal / pancake mix / syrup / dry or canned milk / canned fruit / juice /granola bars / infant cereal / coffee / tea / hot chocolate / muffin mix / lunch / macaroni and cheese / soup / tuna fish / dried beans / rice / canned beef and poultry / crackers / jello / pudding / cookies / dinner / pasta / pasta sauce / canned vegetables / canned chili and stews / boxed main dishes / instant potatoes / cake mixes

Most-needed personal care and baby items: 

diapers / baby wipes / baby soap / baby shampoo / diaper ointment / baby powder / baby oil / toilet paper / deodorant / napkins / paper towels / shampoo / moisturizer / bath soap / liquid soap / dish soap / laundry detergent / toothbrushes / toothpaste / feminine hygiene items
